
  HOLY TRANSFIGURATION 
ORTHODOX CHURCH 

 

Communion     Community     
Compassion 

 

MINISTRY  BEYOND  OUR  PARISH  
Our  parish  supports  the  following  ministries  through  our  tithes  and  offerings:  

Lifespring  Shelter  for  Women  and  Children  
Antiochian  Archdiocese  of  North  America  
Warrenville  Youth  and  Family  Services  
Missionary  Nathan  Hoppe,  Albania  

Midwest  Antiochian  Diocese  
Warrenville  Food  Pantry  
Ancient  Faith  Radio  

 

I will hear what the Lord will speak in me; for He 
will speak peace to His people and to His Saints 

and to them that turn their hearts unto Him. 
                                     Psalm 84 

 

February 7, 2016 
 

AFTER-FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF  
CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 

 

Verses of the First Antiphon:  
My heart hath poured forth a good word; I speak of my 
works to the king.  My tongue is the pen of a swiftly 
writing scribe. 
 

Grace is poured into thy lips; therefore God hath 
blessed thee forever. 
 

Verses of the Second Antiphon: 
Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, O mighty One, in Thy 
comeliness and Thy beauty.  Bend Thy bow and 
proceed prosperously and be king. 
 

Thine arrows are sharp, O Mighty One, in the heart of 
the king’s enemies; whereby the peoples fall under 
Thee. 
 

A scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Thy kingdom. 
TODAY     

                 

Doxology #1                 Troparion #1 
 

The Epistle: II Corinthians 6:1-10            The Gospel: St. 
Matthew 25:14-30 
 
During the homily a CHILDREN’S HOMILY CLASS is provided in the 
great room. 

 

11:15 AM   Fellowship Meal   in the great room 
During the month of February we are depending on the families whose 
last names begin with K-Z to bring the food for the meals and to assist 
in the work of leaving our great room and kitchen neat and clean.  
Thank you, everyone! 
 

11:45 AM – 12:45 PM    Meeting of the Orthros Chanters 
in the nave 
 

PROVIDING	  THE	  HOLY	  BREAD	  	  	  	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  today	  and	  next	  Sunday:	  	  Lee	  
and	  Linda	  Joiner	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	  

As	   a	   parish	   we	   are	   grateful	   to	   those	   who	   faithfully	   and	   lovingly	  
prepare	  the	  Holy	  Bread	  (Prosphora)	  for	  our	  Eucharistic	  services.	  
 
Welcome to our visitors!  We are glad that you have 
come to worship with us today.  Although we are able 
to share the Eucharistic gifts only with Orthodox 



Christians who have prepared themselves through 
prayer, fasting and recent confession, we invite visitors 
to come forward, receive a blessing and take some of 
the blessed bread.  
 

 Today we celebrate this special day in our 
parish: 
 

Matthew Armanio          birthday 
today 

Roger and Crys Crocker 48th 
Anniversary on Tuesday 

Elsa Taggart      14th birthday on 
Saturday  

 

GOD GRANT YOU MANY YEARS! 
                    

MATTERS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE 
Pray for the sale of Roger and Crys Crocker’s St. Charles home. 
Continue to pray for Becky DeRenzo’s dad, Robert. 
Continue to pray that Natasha Lewis will find employment. 
Continue to pray for Dn. Jeremy’s brother, Andrew, and the Holy 
Archangel Michael Monastery. 
Continue to pray for the millions of refugees fleeing from violence.  
Continue to pray for peace of soul for Christians facing martyrdom. 

THIS WEEK 
TUESDAY          7:00 -8:30 PM      THE TRIAL OF JOB 
reading group 
                                                               at the Alcotts’, 
442 Ridgelawn Trail, Batavia  
 

THURSDAY    10:30 AM – 12:00 noon        CARE OF 
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 
                              7:00 PM                                  

PARISH COUNCIL in the great room 
 

SATURDAY        6:00 PM  Great Vespers     7:00 PM   
Confessions 
  
A Note from Fr.  Wilbur David:     In the Old Testament we can 
read the detailed instructions God gave to King Solomon regarding 

the design of the Temple.  The only windows in the Temple were 
clerestory windows , narrow windows placed near the ceiling.  
These windows allowed light to come into the room, reminding 
worshippers of God’s radiance, but they but did not permit anyone 
to see in or out, thus keeping the sacred place free of outside 
distractions.  When worshippers looked at the walls around them, 
instead of windows to the world they saw symbol (icons) that were 
windows into a different world, the Heavenly Kingdom.  
 

As the Gospels record, it was here that Christ and His followers 
worshipped faithfully each Sabbath - in the beautiful Temple with 
its clerestory windows . When the religious leaders put Jesus 
Christ to death and cast His followers out of the Temple, believers 
had to construct their own places for Sabbath Day worship. 
Archeologists have found some remains of these early Christian 
“temples” and, just like Solomon’s Temple, they did not have 
windows at eye level.     
 

Our church building, of course, was built as a Protestant church and 
does have windows at eye level, 10 of them in fact.  It can be quite 
distracting when during worship services we are able to observe 
neighbors playing with their dogs, mowing their lawns, setting up 
for picnics, etc.  For this reason, the parish council has spent a good 
amount of time searching for appropriate coverings. We then 
ordered samples of those we thought might work and spent time 
evaluating the samples when they arrived to see which would best 
meet our goals: 
 

    1 .  keep out distractions     2 .  let in natural l ight    3 .  add 
beauty to the nave  

 
One sample seemed to stand out above all the others, and that 
sample is covering the window near the candle box.  We ask that you 
take a moment today to look at the covering and then send a brief 
email to the church office (officehtaoc@gmail.com) and let us know 
what you think.  Thank you for input on this project.  
 

  COMING EVENTS 
Next Sunday, February 14,    12:50 – 3:30 PM          Food Pantry 

 



Saturday, February 20, 6:00 PM 
FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS APPRECIATION DINNER 

at Immanuel Presbyterian Church in Warrenville 
 

Sunday, February 21, 5:00 PM    
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP EVENT  

                         THEME:  Love, Marriage and Godly Family 
Planning 

          SPEAKER: Heather Taggart, Fertility Care Practitioner 
Intern 

 
Friday and Saturday, February 26 & 27 

Workshop: MAKING DISCIPLES 
at Calvary Episcopal Church, 225 South Batavia Ave., Batavia. 

See Fr. Wilbur for more information. 
 

Sunday, February 28, 5:30 – 8:30 PM*   
CHOIR AND CHANTERS ANNUAL APPRECIATION DINNER 
AND REHEARSAL   at the Ellsworths’.    *Please note this change of 

date. 
 

Saturday, March 5, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
Seminar with +Metropolitan KALISTOS WARE 

at North Park University, 3225 W. Foster Ave., Chicago. The topic is 
THE UNCHANGING GOSPEL IN AN EVER-CHANGING 
CULTURE:  keeping the Gospel clear and central for each 
generation.  Dr. Brad Nassif, professor of biblical and theological 
studies at North Park University, will moderate the conference sessions 
in Anderson Chapel. 
 

Thursday, March 10, 6:30 PM 
19TH ANNUAL ORTHODOX MISSIONS BANQUET 

Speaker: V. Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield,  
Chancellor and Professor of Missiology at St. Vladimir’s Orthodox 

Seminary 
A donation of $35 per person is requested. Proceeds go to support 
Orthodox mission projects.  Make your reservation online at 
www.MissionTeamChicago.org or call 317-709-0168. 

 
  Sunday,   March 13    FORGIVENESS SUNDAY 
 

                                  Monday,  March 14   GREAT LENT BEGINS 
 

                     Sunday,    March 20   SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY 
                            6:30 PM   Pan-Orthodox Vespers, St. Demetrius 
Church, Elmhurst 
 

Sunday, August 7   +Bishop ANTHONY is with us 
FEAST OF THE HOLY TRANSFIGURATION 

  


