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December 11, 2016 
SUNDAY OF THE ANCESTORS OF CHRIST 

Troparion for the Ancestors of Christ:   Thou hast 

justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and through them 

Thou hast gone before and betrothed unto Thyself the 

Church of the Gentiles.  Let the saints, therefore, take pride 

in glory; for from their seed sprouted forth a noble fruit, 

and she it was who gave birth to Thee without seed.  

Wherefore, by their pleadings, O Christ God, save our 

souls.   
  

Today we remember the ancestors of Christ, all the great Fathers, 

Mothers, Saints, Priests, Kings, Judges, and Prophets of the Old 

Testament.  Among these are  Adam, Eve, Abel, Melchizedek, 

Enoch, Noah, Job, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebecca,  Jacob, Rachel, 

Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Caleb, Deborah, Ruth,  Hannah, Samuel, 

Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, David, Nathan, Solomon, Isaiah, 

Jeremiah, Ezekiel,   Daniel, Elijah, Elisha, Jonah, Micah, 

Zechariah, Joachim and Anna.  All of these are in fact our 

ancestors, our spiritual family members.  They foresaw Christ long 

before we were born.  They prepared the way for the Lord to 

come to is.  Holy Forefathers and Foremothers of Christ, pray to 

God for us! 
 

Our annual “Food for Hungry People” Campaign has begun and 

will continue through the end of the year.  Again this year our donations of 

canned goods and food staples will go to Lifespring Ministry in Aurora. 

Lifespring Ministry is a long term transitional living program for women 

and children who have lost their housing.  This safe, loving “family” 

environment has the capacity to house up to 57 women and children and 

provides a six-month program teaching families the necessary skills to live 

independently.  Women are encouraged to face their problems, plan for 

their future and work toward self-sufficiency.  They are involved in Bible 

studies, biblical counseling, classes in important subjects such as parenting, 

finances, cooking/nutrition, GED tutoring and computer skills.  Upon 

graduation from the program the women are given 12 – 18 months of 

additional support and stabilization.  They are linked to various local 

churches where they receive ongoing Christian guidance.     
 

TODAY 

8:30 AM   Orthros   Doxology #2     Troparion #2 

9:30 AM   Divine Liturgy 

                 The Epistle:   Colossians 3:4-11        The 

Gospel:   Luke 14:16-24 
                     During the homily a CHILDREN’S CLASS is provided 

in the great room. 

                  Providing the Holy Bread today:  Matthew 

Armanio 
 

THE CHURCHING OF NEW MOTHER, HEATHER 
TAGGART 

The mother’s churching represents the Church’s liturgical “welcome 
back” as a new mother returns to the Eucharistic assembly.  It reveals 



that the local church is a Christian’s second home, and that church 
attendance is central to the life of Christian discipleship. 
 

11:15 AM   Fellowship Meal 
Throughout the month of December we are depending on the families 

whose last names begin with  K – Z   to bring the food for our 

fellowship meals and to assist in the work of leaving our great room 

and kitchen neat and clean. Thank you, everyone! 
 

11:45 AM  Nativity Pageant Rehearsal  in the nave 

 

Today we are celebrating these special days in our 
parish: 

Rose Karantzis           birthday last Tuesday 
                                 Jordan Finzel              birthday last Friday 
                                 Tristan Hoppe             birthday last 
Friday 
                                 Chuck Parsons            birthday today 
                                  Katie Morrison           birthday this 
Friday 

 

Today is the NAME DAY for those in our parish  
whose Patron Saints are Ancestors of Christ:   

Becky DeRenzo,  Daniel Hoppe,  Nathan Finzel, Nathan 
Hoppe, Fr. Wilbur 

THIS WEEK 

Tuesday, 11:30  AM     

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study Christmas 

Lunch 

at the Parsons’, 219 S. Vernon St., Wheaton 
Ladies, Connie is graciously putting on this lunch for all of us, not 

asking us to bring anything!  But she does need to know how many of 

us will be coming.    Please contact Connie or Kh. Jean as to whether 

you will be able to attend this lovely event. 
 

Saturday,     5:00 PM  Great Vespers        6:00 PM   

Confession 

 

Again this year every family is invited to bring a poinsettia to 

add to the beauty of our iconostasis on Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day as a symbol of our joy and gratitude for Christ’s 

coming to us in human form.  Please bring your poinsettia NEXT 

SATURDAY EVENING OR SUNDAY MORNING and place it 

on the table near the children’s area in the great room.  All the 

poinsettias will be arranged on the Iconostasis before the Christmas 

Eve liturgy and will be maintained there as long as possible. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD  
Next Sunday, December 18, 11:45 AM – 12:15 PM 
NATIVITY PAGEANT  
Please do not miss this beautiful retelling of our Savior’s coming 
into the world.  Our Christian Education Director and Church 
School teachers work hard to bring this event to our parish each 
year. This is a simple, lovely pageant that is rich in spiritual 
meaning and we believe that those who see it will be blessed.  
 

Saturday, December 24,      5:00 – 6:30 PM  
CHRISTMAS EVE ORTHROS 
 

Sunday, December 25     10:00 – 11:30 AM  
CHRISTMAS DAY LITURGY:  
                                                           FEAST FOR THE 
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
After the Liturgy we will enjoy a Christmas lunch along with music 
and games.  If you are able to stay, please bring a dish to add to the 
buffet table. 
 

Sunday, January 1     Feast of St. Basil and the 
Circumcision of our Lord, The Blessings of the 
Vasilopita (Bread of Basil) 
   9:15 AM   Orthros  

10:00 AM   Divine Liturgy and Blessing of the 

Vasilopita   
At the end of the Divine Liturgy we observe the Orthodox 

tradition of THE VASILOPITA, the New Year’s Cake, in 

honor of St. Basil the Great.   



  

11:30 PM   New Year’s Lunch and 12 Days of 

Christmas Party  
                                      in the great room 

In our society the “Christmas Season” is often a time of 

stress and exhaustion rather than reflection and spiritual 

enrichment.  During the month of December we are 

purposely keeping mid-week activities to a minimum with 

the hope that we can take care of our family and social 

responsibilities during the week and then be ready to 

participate in the services on Saturday evening and Sunday 

morning.  Remember that the services the Church offers us 

are food for the soul and rest for the spirit.     
 

MATTERS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

Pray for those who are ill:          Gus Karantzis                          

Connie Parsons’ father, Gus        Anna Alcott’s mother, Mary      Cris 

Doloc’s cousin Olga        Bonnie Parisek’s brother, Bob      Becky 

DeRenzo’s mother, Bev  Fr.  Wilbur’s brother, Don       Kh. Jean’s 

brother, Stan            

Casey Clardy’s mother, recovering from cataract surgery 

Pray for the Hoppe family.        

Pray for peace of soul for Christians facing martyrdom.  

Pray for the millions of refugees fleeing from violence.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Nicholas visits our parish, December 4, 2016 
  


