
 

HOLY TRANSFIGURATION ORTHODOX 

CHURCH 
 

December 18, 2016 
SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY OF 

CHRIST:   THE GENEALOGY 
 

Troparion: Great are the accomplishments of faith; for the 

three holy youths rejoiced in the fountain of flames as 

though at waters of rest.  And the Prophet Daniel appeared 

a shepherd to the lions as though they were sheep.  

Wherefore by their prayers, O Christ God, save our souls.  

 

 

TODAY 

8:30 AM   Orthros   Doxology #1     Troparion #1 

9:30 AM   Divine Liturgy 

                 The Epistle: Hebrews 11:9-10, 32-40   The 

Gospel:  Matthew 1:1-25 
                     During the homily a CHILDREN’S CLASS is provided 

in the great room. 

                  Providing the Holy Bread today:  Matthew 

Armanio 

11:15 AM   Fellowship Meal 
Throughout the month of December we are depending on the families 

whose last names begin with  K – Z   to bring the food for our 

fellowship meals and to assist in the work of leaving our great room 

and kitchen neat and clean. Thank you, everyone! 
 

11:45 AM – 12:15 PM  ANNUAL NATIVITY PAGEANT 
in the nave 
 

Today we are celebrating these special days in our 
parish: 

Maria Armanio                 birthday on Tuesday 
                               Barb Nassif                        birthday on 
Tuesday 
                               Kent Alcott                        birthday on 
Wednesday 
                               Kaitlyn Foust                     birthday on 
Thursday 

GOD GRANT YOU MANY YEARS! 

 
 
 
 

     Again this year every family is invited to 

bring a poinsettia to  

                     add to the beauty of our iconostasis on 

Christmas Eve and  

                     Christmas Day as a symbol of our joy and 

gratitude for Christ’s  

                  coming to us in human form.    
 

THIS WEEK 

Monday, 7:00 PM                                            Parish 

Council  at the Ellsworths’ 
 

Saturday, December 24,   5:00 – 6:30 PM    
CHRISTMAS EVE ORTHROS 
 

In our society the “Christmas Season” is often a time of 

stress and exhaustion rather than reflection and spiritual 

enrichment.  During the month of December we are 

purposely keeping mid-week activities to a minimum with 

the hope that we can take care of our family and social 



responsibilities during the week and then be ready to 

participate in the services on Saturday evening and Sunday 

morning.  Remember that the services the Church offers us 

are food for the soul and rest for the spirit.     
 

Please remember to bring canned food and other food 
staples to the boxes in the great room marked “Food for 
Hungry People”.   During the week after Christmas our 
donations will be taken to Lifespring Ministry in Aurora.  

 
MATTERS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

Pray for those who are ill:          

Gus Karantzis                           Connie Parsons’ father, 

Gus         

Anna Alcott’s mother, Mary       Cris Doloc’s cousin Olga         

Bonnie Parisek’s brother, Bob   Becky DeRenzo’s mother, 

Bev   

Fr.  Wilbur’s brother, Don        Kh. Jean’s brother, Stan            

Pray for the Hoppe family.        

Pray for peace of soul for Christians facing martyrdom.  

Pray for the millions of refugees fleeing from violence.  

 
 
 

 
 

LOOKING AHEAD  
Next Sunday, December 25     10:00 – 11:30 AM   

CHRISTMAS DAY LITURGY:  FEAST FOR THE 
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

Immediately following the Liturgy we will enjoy a 
Christmas lunch along with a Christmas Carol sing, a 
violin solo, a piano solo and a vocal duet.  The final 
musical number will be presented by the members of the 
Alcott’s church school class.   Our dear Bishop ANTHONY 

will join them (by means of modern technology) as they 
sing a wonderful song written by our Bishop, and you will 
be invited to sing along with the Bishop as well!!  We are 
sure you will not want to miss this!  Please bring a dish to 
add to the buffet table and perhaps a game you and your 
family enjoy.  
  

 Sunday, January 1      
Feast of St. Basil and the Circumcision of our Lord 

and 
The Blessing of the Vasilopita (Bread of Basil) 

9:15 AM   Orthros  
10:00 AM   Divine Liturgy and Blessing of the 

Vasilopita   
At the end of the Divine Liturgy we observe the Orthodox tradition of 

THE VASILOPITA, the New Year’s Cake, in honor of St. Basil the 

Great.   

11:30 PM  New Year’s Lunch / 12 Days of Christmas 

Party in the great room 
 

Thursday, January 5, 6:30 PM    

Feast of Theophany and the Blessing of the Waters.   
From the very beginning God has taught His people that He 
uses material things, especially oil, water, incense, bread and 
wine, to heal, sanctify, bless and assist us in our growth toward 
union with Himself. Holy Water is not “magic” – it does not 
hold some miraculous power apart from God.  Rather, it is a 
tool given by the Holy Spirit to us through the Church. We use 
it to do spiritual battle.  We place the vials of blessed water 
near the icon corner in our homes and use the water reverently 
throughout the year in times of sickness, adversity, temptation, 
or some other need.       
Sometime before the Feast of Theophany please reverently 
pour any blessed water remaining in your vial onto a spot in 
your garden or onto a plant.  Never pour the blessed water 
down the drain or onto a place where people walk.  Then 
return the empty vial to the basket you will find in the 
narthex.  You will receive a filled vial at the Feast.  



After the Feast we will enjoy a fellowship meal 
together (non-fasting).  Please bring a dish (non-fasting) to 
share.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

(picture of Bishop ANTHONY) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A Christmas Greeting from +Bishop ANTHONY 
 

Dear Midwest Clergy and Faithful, 
CHRIST IS BORN!  GLORIFY HIM! 

Blessed be that Child Who gladdened Bethlehem today!  
  

Blessed be that Babe Who made us young again today! 
Blessed be the Good One Who enriched our lives! 
Blessed is He Whose tender mercies heal our many 

infirmities!  
                                                  St. Ephraim the Syrian (c. 306-

373) from Hymns on the Nativity 
 When we see the Baby Jesus, our Lord and Savior, a powerful 
presence of His youthfulness stares us in the face.  Outside of 
Christ we grow old.  In the world we are always getting older, 

but in the church we are spiritually always growing younger.  
By looking at, being with and hearing from Jesus Christ, our 
souls grow youthful, refreshed by the Holy Spirit.  As we read in 
Psalm 110:3 “From the womb of the morning, like dew your 
youth will come to you.”  
As we worship this Little Lord Jesus, let His Birth give birth to a 
spiritual direction in us that keeps getting stronger and younger 
every day! 
May He who was born in a cave and lay in a manger for our 
salvation bless you always. 
  


