
   

HOLY TRANSFIGURATION 

ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

January 1, 2017 
 

FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION OF 

CHRIST  

FEAST OF BASIL THE GREAT  
 

 

 

  TODAY 

  9:15 AM  Orthros 

10:00 AM  Divine Liturgy 

                      The Epistle: Colossians 2:8-12       The 

Gospel:  St. Luke 2:20-21, 40-52                      

                        During the homily a CHILDREN’S CLASS 

is provided in the great room. 

                       Providing the Holy Bread today:  Matthew 

and Maria Armanio 
 

 

                      THE BLESSING OF THE VASILOPITA, 

THE “BREAD OF BASIL” 

An explanation of the Vasilopita can be found on the back of this bulletin. 

 

 

11:45 AM New Years’ Day Lunch and 12 Days of 

Christmas Party 
The Vasilopita will be cut and served, and someone will have 

the joy of finding the golden coin in their serving.  A 

chocolate fountain will be available for dipping 

marshmallows, cookies, etc. and we will enjoy some music 

and games. 

 

 

 

 

  

THIS WEEK 

THURSDAY 

10:30 AM – 12:00 Noon       Work Morning   We will be 

changing from Christmas to winter décor.  Join us, if you can, for 

this time of beautifying our church and enjoying Christian fellowship 

as we work.  
 

6:30 PM    Feast of Theophany and the Blessing of the 

Waters 

From the very beginning God has taught His people that 

He uses material things, especially oil, water, incense, 

bread and wine, to heal, sanctify, bless and assist us in our 

growth toward union with Himself.   Holy Water is not 

“magic”;  it does not hold some miraculous power apart 

from God.  Rather, it is a tool given by the Holy Spirit to 

us through the Church. We use it to do spiritual battle.  We 

place the vials of blessed water near the icon corner in our 

homes and use the water reverently throughout the year in 

times of sickness, adversity, temptation, or some other 

need.       

Sometime before the Feast of Theophany please reverently 

pour any blessed water remaining in your vial onto a spot 

in your garden or onto a plant.  Never pour the blessed 

water down the drain or onto a place where people walk.  

Then return the empty vial to the basket you will find 



in the narthex.  You will receive a filled vial at the 

Feast.  

After the Feast we will enjoy a fellowship meal together 

(non-fasting).  Please bring a dish (non-fasting) to share.   
 

SATURDAY                    5:00 PM  Great Vespers                

6:00 PM   Confessions  
 

THE ANNUAL HOUSE BLESSING:  The blessing of creation 

moves to our homes as each year our priest comes and blesses each 

house with Holy Water.  In this annual event we are offering our 

home to God, and asking that He will cleanse it of every evil, bless it 

with His presence and renew it. Father will call to set up an 

appointment with each household. When the appointed time has 

arrived, light a candle in your icon corner, turn off the various media 

and be ready to receive a great blessing. 

 

During the month of January we will be 
depending on the families whose last names 
begin with  A - J  to bring the food for our 
fellowship meals and to assist in the work of 
leaving our great room and kitchen neat and 
clean. Thank you, everyone! 

Today we are celebrating these special days in our parish: 

               Bill Morrison                                    birthday 

on Wednesday 

                                     Kh. Jean                                            birthday 

on Wednesday 

                                     Yelena Shtefan                                  

birthday on Saturday 

                                     Brian Lewis and Bill Morrison       Name 

Day today, BASIL THE GREAT 

                                     Chuck Parsons                                  Name 

Day on Monday, SERAPHIM OF SAROV 

                                     Jordan Finzel               Name 

Day on Friday, HOLY THEOPHANY 

GOD GRANT YOU MANY YEARS! 

 

We are happy to report that our parish collected _______ pounds 

of food for the women and children who are helped through 

Lifespring Ministry in Aurora.  These supplies were delivered 

last Thursday, and those who minister at Lifespring are very 

grateful for your generous donations.   
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Next Sunday, January 8 

             9:30 AM         Service of Baptism and Chrismation for 

Magdalena Ivy Taggart 

           11:30 AM         Church School classes resume 
 

Tuesday, January 10, 7:00 PM        Bible Study at the Alcotts’ 
 

Wednesday, January 11, 7:00 PM   Bible Study and Children’s 

Bible Hour at the church 
   
Tuesday, January 17, 7:00 PM      Parish Council in the great 

room 
 

Friday, January 20    “BECOMING TRULY HUMAN”, with 

guest, Adam Roberts 

             6:00 PM Chili Supper      6:30 Movie:  Becoming Truly 

Human followed by conversation with Adam        
 

 

Sunday, January 22, 5:00 – 7:30 PM   Sandwich Supper at the 

Doloc’s 
           Antiochian Men’s Fellowship (in the dining room and living room 

with our missionary to Albania, Nathan Hoppe) 
           Antiochian Women’s Fellowship (in the family room and kitchen 

with our missionary to Albania, Gabriela Hoppe) 
 

Sunday, January 29, 12:00 – 12:45 PM   Annual Parish 

Convocation in the great room 
                                                                          (childcare will be provided in 

the parish house) 

       

MATTERS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE 

Pray for those who are ill:          

Gus Karantzis                               Connie Parsons’ father, Gus             

Anna Alcott’s mother, Mary       



Cris Doloc’s cousin Olga             Bonnie Parisek’s brother, Bob          

Fr.  Wilbur’s brother, Don        

Kh. Jean’s brother, Stan               Becky DeRenzo’s mother, Beverly         

Pray for the Hoppe family.        

Pray for peace of soul for Christians facing martyrdom and the 

millions of refugees fleeing from violence.  

 

ST. BASIL AND THE VASILOPITA 

St. Basil the Great lived in Caesarea, Cappadocia (in Asia Minor) in 

the 4th century.  He was the first person ever to establish an 

orphanage for children, and the founder of the modern day hospital.  

He is considered to be one of the greatest philanthropists in the 

history of the Christian Church.   

The Vasilopita tradition began with St. Basil wanting to give money 

anonymously to the poor of his Diocese.  He came to the village 

bakers with the idea of inserting gold coins into loaves of sweet 

almond bread and passing them out to poor families.  When the 

needy cut into their loaves they were overwhelmed and grateful to 

find the golden coins.  

Because of the holy and selfless life he lived and of his many 

contributions to the Church, St. Basil is honored on the first day of 

every New Year, and included in this remembrance is the tradition of 

the VASILOPITA, the “Bread of Basil”, the New Year’s Cake. 

The Vasilopita is a sweet bread, symbolizing the sweetness and joy 

of life everlasting and the hope for God’s blessings in the New Year.  

A special golden coin is baked into the bread.  It bears the image of 

St. Basil and the eagle that is the symbol of a Bishop.   

The priest will make the sign of the Cross on the cake and then a 

circle is cut from the center of the loaf in remembrance of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.  After that slices are cut for all the people.  

The tradition is that the person who finds the coin in his or her piece 

will be blessed by the Lord throughout the year ahead, and in turn is 

to look for ways to be a blessing to others! 

 
 

 
 
 
     
  


