
HOLY TRANSFIGURATION ORTHODOX CHURCH 

September 24, 2017 
SUNDAY OF PROTO-MARTYR THEKLA, EQUAL TO THE APOSTLES 

AND VENERABLE SILOUAN OF ATHOS 
 

Thekla was born to pagan parents, but was converted to the Christian Faith through the preaching of the Apostle 

Paul.  Her parents threatened her and then starved her, trying to make her change her mind.  Finally they turned 

her over to a judge who condemned her to die by fire, but Thekla escaped the fire unharmed.  The Apostle Paul 

took her with him to Antioch where she lived for some time.  Being very beautiful, she received many offers of 

marriage but rejected them all, desiring to devote her whole life to God.  Through her witness many were 

converted to the Christian Faith.    

TROPARION: O glorious Thekla, companion of Paul the divine, thou wast enflamed with the love of thy 

Creator, by the teaching of the divine preacher. Thou didst despise the passing earthly pleasures, and 

offered thyself to God as an acceptable and pleasing sacrifice, disregarding all suffering. Intercede with 

Christ thy Groom to grant us His Great Mercy. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Silouan was born in 1866 to Russian Orthodox parents in the village of Sovsk.   At the age of 27 he left his home 

and came to Mount Athos where he became a monk at the Monastery of St. Panteleimon.   He lived a life of 

discipline, asceticism and unceasing prayer and through this acquired great humility and inner stillness. As he 

prayed he wept, both for himself and for the whole world. He put the highest value on love for enemies.  Thomas 

Merton, a 20th century Roman Catholic monk, described Silouan as “the most authentic monk of the 20th century. 

St. Silouan died on September 24, l938.    

TROPARION: By prayer thou didst receive Christ as thy teacher in the way of humility, and the Spirit 

bore witness to salvation in thy heart. Wherefore, all peoples called unto hope rejoice in this day of thy 

memorial, O sacred Father Silouan. Pray unto Christ our God for the salvation of our souls. 



8:30 AM  Orthros      Doxology #1     Troparion #2                  
 

 

9:30 AM  Divine Liturgy  

During the homily childcare is offered in the great room for children 2 years old and younger 

and a Bible class is offered in the parish house for children ages 3-7.  
 

11:15 AM  FELLOWSHIP MEAL 
 

 

11:30 AM  CHURCH SCHOOL 
 

 

3:00 – 5:00 PM    Pan-Orthodox Choir Rehearsal at the OCA Cathedral in Chicago 

 

Providing the Holy Bread  

Today:  Jordan Finzel                            Next Sunday:  Matthew Armanio 

                   
As a parish we are grateful to those who faithfully and lovingly prepare the Holy Bread (Prosphora) each week. 

 

 

FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

Ask the Lord for healing of body and soul for: 

Gus Karantzis        

Connie Parsons’ brother, John 

Becky DeRenzo’s mother, Beverly, and for Becky as she cares for her    

Ask the Lord’s protection over Jordan Finzel and her unborn baby girl. 

Ask the Lord for His care over our college students:   

Mary Alcott, Maria Lewis, Katie Morrison, Melanie Nassif, Nick Smith  

 



Today we celebrate these special days in our parish: 

                    Les Wolf             birthday today               

                                                Casey Clardy     Name Day today, THE MARTYR THEKLA  
   GOD GRANT YOU MANY YEARS! 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

Wednesday 
                                             7:00 – 8:00 PM         “A Psalm is a good thing…”, Psalm 138 
                                                                                     Children’s Bible Hour in the parish house. 
                                              8:00 – 8:15 PM         Compline in the nave 
 

 

Thursday 
                                              10:30 AM – 12:00 noon     Work Morning 

 
 
 
 

Saturday   
PAN-ORTHODOX CELEBRATION OF 125 YEARS OF ORTHODOXY IN CHICAGO 

                                              10:00 AM        Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
The service will be held in the 2000-seat auditorium of Lane Tech High School, 2501 West 
Addison, Chicago.  It will be concelebrated by over 80 Chicago Hierarchs and Clergy.  The Guest 
Homilist will be His Grace +Bishop Irinej of the Serbian Orthodox Diocese of Eastern America. 
Responses will be sung by the Pan Orthodox Choir of Greater Chicago.  Parking is free. 
 

We encourage as many as possible of our parish to come to this great service of worship and celebration.   
Our usual Great Vespers service will not be held here in our parish this evening. 



    LOOKING AHEAD 
 

SYNERGY’S 2017 ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM 

Saturday, October 14, 9:00 AM – 1:30 PM 

at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church 

1220 S. 60th Court, Cicero 

                                                      Topic:      Search the Scriptures 

                                                      Speaker:   Dr. Jeannie Constantinou 

           for more information and to register go to www.chicagosynergy.org 
 

 

A THOUGHT FROM FR. ALEXANDER SCHMEMANN 

“A marriage which does not constantly crucify its own selfishness and 

sell-sufficiency, which does not ‘die to itself’ that it may point beyond 

itself, is not a Christian marriage.   

The real sin of marriage today is not adultery or lack of ‘adjustment’ or 

‘mental cruelty’.  It is the idolization of the family itself, the refusal to 

understand marriage as directed toward the Kingdom of God.  When 

this is not true, the family has ceased to be for the glory of God; it has 

ceased to be a sacramental entrance into His presence.   

It is the cross of Christ that is the real joy of marriage.  When it is 

present, the marriage vow is not taken ‘until death do us part’ but until 

death unites us completely.’ ” 
                                           Quotation taken from FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD, by Fr. Alexander Schmemann 
 


