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January 7, 2018 

THE FEAST OF THEOPHANY 
 

 

From the very beginning God has taught His people 

that He uses material things, especially oil, water, 

incense, bread and wine, to heal, sanctify, bless and 

assist us in our growth toward union with Himself. 

Holy Water is not “magic” – it does not hold some 

miraculous power apart from God.  Rather, it is a tool 

given by the Holy Spirit to us through the Church. 

We use it to do spiritual battle.  We place the vials of 

blessed water near the icon corner in our homes and 

use the water reverently throughout the year in times 

of sickness, adversity, temptation, or some other 

need.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me; to one who orders 

his way rightly I will show the salvation of God.   Psalm 49:23 
 

The offering God desires when we come to church is THE SACRIFICE OF OUR THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE.    We 
do this by rising above how we are feeling today or what our personal needs might be.   God calls us to lift our 
focus to Him – noticing His beauty, acknowledging His wisdom, giving up for a little while the intense focus we 
have on ourselves.  This is the worship He is looking for from His people from the beginning of the human race.   
 

God’s people have always struggled with worshipping the way God has asked.  His way of worship is not clever 
in catching our attention.  It is not sentimental or toe-tapping.  In order to do these things we must determine 
ahead of time that we want to leave this world behind with our earthly cares and, in our spirit, be translated 
into the beautiful Kingdom where God dwells with the cherubim, seraphim, and saints.  We have to set aside 
our little earthly kingdoms and in our hearts go to meet God where He is.   
 

God’s way of worship is quiet, beautiful and repetitive.  It means that we stop chatting and moving about.  It 
calls us to focus our eyes on the symbols, the icons, the vestments.  It calls us to focus our ears and our minds 
on the readings and the chants.  It calls us to be attentive in singing the many hymns and responses and praying 
the prayers.  This is very hard for us!   But it is so healthy for us spiritually, psychologically, and physically.  
Modern society is made up of continual noise and commotion and a constant grabbing for our attention.  When 
we come to worship all of that is set aside. The goal of godly worship never has been to grab attention or stir up 
emotions.  Rather, it is to quiet hearts and bodies, focus minds and transform passions and desires away from 
obsessive love of self to the healing love of God.    
 

And what is the reward for those who will give themselves to this kind of worship?  The Scripture quoted above 

tells us clearly: to one who orders his way rightly I will show the salvation of God.  Our Lord 
graciously promises that He will take care of those earthy cares that we have set aside for a little while.  He will 
start bringing the answers we need even while we have shifted our focus away from them!  He will reward the 
one who has determined to set aside self-focus and worship God in purity of heart.   

 

 



ORTHROS             DIVINE LITURGY                       
A Homily Class is offered in the parish house for children ages 3-7.    
Mothers of children under 3 are invited to make use of the children’s area in the great room if they wish.   
 

11:15 AM        FELLOWSHIP MEAL      
Throughout JANUARY we will be depending on those whose last names begin with A - J to bring the food and 

help clean up the great room.  THANK YOU, EVERYONE!  
 

11:45 AM – 12:30 PM   CHANTERS MEETING in the parish house 
 

THIS WEEK 
Tuesday, 7:00 PM   Book Club, reading Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy by  Andrew Damick.   

   at the Alcotts’, 442 Ridgelawn Trail, Batavia 

                       Psalm Group, Children’s Bible Hour, Compline   here at the church 

 

Thursday, 10:30 AM Work Morning  (concludes at 12:00 noon) 
 

 Saturday                   5:00 PM  Great Vespers           6:00  PM   Confession 
 

FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE   

Give thanks for that Peter Kokayeff is recovering well from eye surgery 
Pray for Natasha Lewis, visiting her relatives in Russia 
Pray for Johanna Smith and her unborn baby   
Ask the Lord for healing for: Gus Karantzis,  Mariana Cuceu,  Beverly Meyer  
Pray for our college students:  Mary Alcott, Paul Cline, Maria Lewis, Katie Morrison, Melanie Nassif, Nick Smith 

 

THE ANNUAL HOUSE BLESSING 

The celebration of the Feast of Theophany means that it is time for each home in the parish to be blessed.   In this 

annual event we are offering our home to God, and asking that He will cleanse it of every evil, bless it with His 

presence and renew it. Father will call to set up an appointment with each household. When the appointed time 

has arrived, light a candle in your icon corner, turn off the various media and be ready to receive a great blessing.   



COMING EVENTS 
 

Next Sunday, Jan. 14, 11:30 AM – 12:15 PM  Church Classes resume 
 

Tues., Jan. 16, 7 PM        Parish Council at the church 
 

Fri., Jan. 19, 5 PM                  Young Women’s Supper and Movie Night 
 

Sun., Jan. 28    SUNDAY OF THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN, 1st Sunday of the Triodian  
     11:45 AM           ANNUAL PARISH CONVOCATION.   
     This meeting is open to members and non-members.  The children will have a Children’s Bible Hour   
     in the parish house during the convocation.    

                  Annual reports are currently being received, collated and run off for distribution at the convocation.    
                  Reports are needed from these areas in our parish life: Priest report, Christian Education, Treasurer,     
                  Women’s Fellowship, Choir and Chanters, Missions.     Leaders of these areas may email their report   
                  to the church office at officehtaoc@gmail.com.    
 

 

Once again we are collecting eye glasses for people in countries where supplies are scarce.  We 
welcome regular glasses, sun glasses, cases for eyewear, etc.  Please bring your donations to 
the box in the great room any time during January and February.  THANK YOU! 

 

This week we celebrate these special days in our parish: 

                           Yelena Shtefan                           birthday today 

                           Sbdn Theophan Roger Crocker       Nameday on Wednesday, THEOPHAN 

GOD GRANT YOU MANY YEARS! 

 

Providing the Holy Bread  

today, Matthew Armanio               next Sunday, the Wolf family           
As a parish we are grateful to those who faithfully prepare the Holy Bread (Prosphora) each week. 
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